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struggles	to	survive	diseases	and	inclement	weather,	or	forms	of	social	injustice	within	the	court	system.	While	some	of	these	struggles	are	portrayed	in	Colonial	Williamsburg,	the	severity	has	been	lifted.		In	a	way	this	is	metaphoric	for	American	national	identity	in	general.	The	history	of	this	country	has	been	built	upon	finding	freedom,	but	also	an	image	of	superiority	and	power.	Colonial	Williamsburg	is	an	example	of	the	ways	in	which	Americans	can	forget	to	look	inward	and	assess	the	faults	of	the	nation	as	well	as	the	successes.	In	order	to	do	this,	representations	of	history	in	architecture	as	well	as	writing,	conversation	and	other	forms	of	expression	have	been	skewed	to	positively	display	the	social	foundation	America	was	built	on.	Therefore,	the	physical	forms	that	a	nation	chooses	to	preserve	and	promote	are	direct	products	of	the	identity	acquired	by	that	nation.			 Old	San	Juan	and	Colonial	Williamsburg	are	only	two	examples	of	built	environments	that	express	national	identity	through	choices	in	historic	preservation.	The	biggest	contrast	seems	to	come	out	of	desires	of	continuous	versus	definitive	expressions	of	history	and	legacy.	San	Juan	provides	a	structurally	and	geographically	accurate	representation	of	the	historic	structures	of	the	city.	These	historic	buildings	have	also	been	adapted	to	not	only	display	the	history	of	the	island	as	a	Spanish	and	then,	American	colony,	but,	combines	this	with	the	creation	of	organizations	and	institutions	that	promote	further	discovery	of	the	identity	and	culture	of	the	Island	as	a	“nation”	of	its	own.		 By	making	the	historic	structures	functional	and	using	them	to	house	cultural	and	educational	institutions,	San	Juan	is	perpetuating	the	idea	that	these	buildings	are	a	part	of	the	identity	of	the	culture.	In	a	way	it	is	a	metaphor	for	the	way	in	which	the	past	is	
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representative	of	the	development	of	contemporary	culture	and	sociopolitical	dynamics.	Using	preservation	projects	to	help	create	a	narrative	of	Puerto	Rico’s	legacy	makes	a	statement	about	the	way	in	which	Puerto	Ricans	feel	heavily	connected	to	their	past	and	their	Spanish	heritage	as	their	source	of	identity.		 In	contradiction,	Williamsburg,	as	a	representation	of	American	colonial	history	is	a	geographically	condensed	version	of	a	colonial	city	that	promotes	a	definitive	image	of	what	American	culture	evolved	from.	Seeking	to	evoke	a	sense	of	pride	through	the	lifestyle	of	the	first	settlers,	Colonial	Williamsburg	represents	a	definitive	expression	of	history.	The	city	does	not	link	the	historic	buildings	to	the	activities,	and	political	and	social	systems	that	not	only	took	place	in	them,	but	evolved	out	of	them	as	well.	The	evolution	of	American	culture	and	identity	is	what	is	missing	from	many	representations	of	preservation	projects.	Not	to	mention	that	a	country	that	is	presenting	itself	as	the	forefather	of	freedom	and	rebellion	from	the	oppressive	colonial	rule	of	the	British,	uses	European	styles	of	architecture	to	represent	its	history.		America	is	founded	on	successful	democratic	ideals,	and	there	is	a	missing	piece	that	exists	between	the	foundation	of	the	nation	and	contemporary	issues.	Colonial	Williamsburg	presents	the	positive	aspects	of	creating	a	country	from	scratch,	but	does	not	highlight	the	reality	of	challenges	faced	during	the	time	period	it	represents.		Is	the	nation	that	was	founded	in	1776,	still	the	nation	that	exists	today?	While	the	story	of	America’s	foundation	is	an	important	one,	it	is	not	the	only	story	anymore.	As	a	nation	of	nations	America	has	to	make	conscious	decisions	about	how	its	history	is	portrayed,	and	attempt	to	connect	this	history	to	contemporary	society.	Colonial	Williamsburg	allows	visitors	to	hark	back	to	the	glory	of	the	American	Revolution,	but	
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advertises	the	activities	and	aesthetics	as	a	concrete	image	for	American	history	and	identity.	As	America	has	grown	and	developed	over	the	past	240	years,	more	histories	have	developed	as	well,	and	presenting	colonial	America	as	the	poster	image	of	American	identity	dismisses	the	ways	in	which	this	has	happened.			 Williamsburg	and	San	Juan	both	originated	in	a	colonial	context.	However,	the	United	States	has	chosen	to	preserve	an	image	of	America’s	newfound	independence	during	the	eighteenth	and	nineteenth	centuries.	Colonial	Williamsburg	is	a	testament	to	the	emphasis	placed	in	imagery	and	aesthetics	in	terms	of	preserving	and	displaying	American	history	and	identity.	The	city’s	relative	obscurity	until	the	1930s	and	reintroduction	as	an	icon	for	American	colonial	life,	reinforces	the	idea	that	the	image	of	American	history	takes	president	over	the	location	itself.	By	contrast	San	Juan	presents	its	Colonial	heritage	as	an	ongoing	narrative.	Puerto	Ricans	choose	to	identify	with	their	Spanish	roots	despite	the	colonial	power	of	Spain	beginning	in	the	sixteenth	century.	The	island	of	Puerto	Rico	has	been	fought	over	for	decades	and	the	preservation	of	its	built	environment	has	been	established	to	tell	the	story	of	its	progression,	and	to	continue	to	separate	the	identity	of	Puerto	Rico	from	its	territorial	status	with	the	United	States.			 Both	cities	use	historic	architecture	to	present	an	image	of	identity.	While	these	images	are	very	different	it	should	be	taken	into	consideration	that	historic	preservation	should	highlight	a	historically	accurate	narrative	that	involves	both	the	positive	and	negative	aspects	of	a	nation.	It	should	tell	a	story,	not	write	one.	To	interpret	the	legacy	of	a	nation,	its	foundation—both	figurative	and	literal—needs	to	be	examined	and	preserved	in	accurate	form.	When	experiencing	historic	sites	it	is	important	to	draw	from	not	only	the	physical	representation	of	history,	but	the	implied	cultural	significance	that	
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can	be	discerned	through	the	means	by	which	it	was	preserved	and	the	intentions	behind	the	preservation	as	well.																										 	
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